SUM  LIFE  ASSUP.Af'ICE  CO.  OF  CANADA, 
MONTR 


1 1  • 


WITH 


VOL.  3 


MAY  1,  1951 


No.  16 


Brush  Burning  Restrictions  Reduce  1950  Fire  Loss 


stricter  regulations  imposed  on  brush  burning  during  1950  by  the  De- 
partment of  Lands  and  Forests  resulted  in  a  large  decrease  in  the  timber 
destroyed  by  forest  fires  during  the  year. 

During  1949,  a  total  of  1,429,183  acres  was  burnt  over  but  last  year 
the  total  dropped  to  695,452  acres.  Especially  significant  were  the  figures 
of  timber  loss  due  to  fires  caused  by  brush  burning.  They  showed  that  set- 
tlers, whose  brush  burning  activities  were  responsible  for  more  than  25  percent 
of  the  1949  fires,  were  responsible  for  only  16  percent  in  1950. 

Although  responsible  for  16  percent  of  all  fires,  brush  burning  was  re- 
sponsible for  only  20  percent  of  the  total  area  burned  over  in  1950,  compared 
-with  42  percent  in  1949.  Of  greater  importance  is  the  encouraging  drop  in  the 
total  of  merchantable  timber  destroyed  by  forest  fires  caused  by  brush  burn- 
ing. In  1949  this  total  was  135,509  acres  or  53  percent  of  the  total  merchant- 
able timber  destroyed  during  the  year;  in  1950  this  had  dropped  to  slightly 
more  than  two  percent. 

Careless  campers  were  responsible  for  the  greatest  forest  fire  losses  in 
the  Province  during  1950.  In  1949  they  caused  26.6  percent  of  the  fires  ^nd 
led  to  the  burning  of  12  percent  of  the  total  merchantable  timber  destroyed. 
In  1950,  the  campers  caused  23  percent  of  the  fires  but  were  responsible  for 
47  percent  of  the  total  area  burnt  over  and  more  than  60  percent  of  the  sale- 


able timber  destruction.  Their  percentage  of  the  total  burnt-over  area  during 
1P49  was  only  12  percent. 

The  box-score  of  the  groups  responsible  for  the  Province's  forest  fires 
daring  1950  lists  campers  at  the  top  of  the  list  with  settlers  being  the  next 
most  destructive.  Campers  caused  59  fires  and  settlers  37.  Railways  caused 
27  fires  and  lightning  22.  The  smoker,  who  usually  is  blamed  for  most  forest 
fires,  caused  25  of  1950's  fires,  making  them  only  slightly  more  destructive 
than  Nature's  forces. 

"Winter  campers,  not  summer  campers,  are  responsible  for  the  majority 
of  those  fires  caused  by  this  group,"  J  L.  Janssen,  Chief  Timber  Inspector, 
said.  "Squirrel  hunters  and  trappers  leaving  fires  burning  in  the  winter  time 
are  the  cause  of  most  of  1950's  fire  losses." 

The  248  forest  fires  which  blazed  in  the  Province  last  year  burned  over 
an  area  of  174,533  acres  of  merchantable  timber,  with  an  estimated  stumpage 
value  of  $1,178,612. 

During  the  year,  295,123  acres  of  young  growth  were  burnt  and  the  cost 
of  the  Province's  fire  fighting  efforts  was  $223,018.    Nearly  aU  the  forest_ 
fires  of  last  year  were  in  northern  Alberta  with  the  greates  losses  occurring 
during  the  months  of  May,  June  and  September.  During  the  latter  month,  68 
fires  were  reported;  59  were  reported  in  June  and  51  in  May.  • 


Radio  Program  Aids 
Youngsters  In  Art 


A  new  method  of  encouraging  children  to 
express  themselves  artistically  through  the 
.stimulus  of  special  radio  programs  has  been 
used  successfully  in  the  Province  this  year. 

The  radio  method  of  teaching  children  to 
learn  art  involves  the  use  of  10  half-hour 
broadcasts,  each  spaced  two  weeks  apart. 
Children  in  grades  up  to  nine  first  listen  to  a 
story,  then  they  are  encouraged  to  express 
the  thoughts  and  feelings  aroused  by  the 
story  during  the  last  20-minutes  of  the  pro- 
gram while  music  is  played  from  the  broad- 
casting studio. 

Children  are  not  forced  to  paint  pictures 
from  the  impressions  received  from  the  radio 
program.  They  merely  listen  to  the  program  in 
their  classrooms  and  draw  and  paint  as  they 
wish.  The  only  stipulation  is  that  each  pic 
ture  must  be  different. 

Results  of  the  radio  program  method  of 
encouraging  children  to  create  have  been  in- 
teresting. The  discipline  of  school  rooms  has 
improved  and  the  children  have  grown  more 
confident.  From  the  teachers'  viewpoint,  the 
programs  have  given  greater  encouragement 
to  their  art  classes. 

The  programs,  which  will  be  repeated  next 
school  term,  were  sponsored  in  1,400  school- 
rooms throughout  the  Province  by  the  School 
Broadcasts  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation. A  selection  of  the  children's  work, 
chosen  for  variety  rather  than  quality,  was 
displayed  in  the  Edmonton  Museum  of  Arts 
recently.  • 


License  Purchase 


Deadline  Is  Set 


May  5,  will  be  the  deadline  for  Albertans 
to  get  their  new  license  plates,  E.  R.  Hughes, 
Deputy  Provincial  Secretary,  announced  this 
week. 

Approximately  15,000  persons  still  are  oper- 
ating their  cars  with  last  year's  plates,  Mr. 
Hughes  said.  These  were  warned  to  get  1951- 
1952  plates  before  May  5. 

Mr.  Hughes  said  the  May  5  deadline  should 
not  cause  any  inconvenience  to  the  public 
since  new  plates  had  been  on  sale  for  six 
weeks  already.  He  pointed  out  that  the  dead- 
line falls  on  Saturday,  a  day  on  which  govern- 
ment offices  close  at  noon.  Car  owners  would 
save  time  and  inconvenience  by  getting  their 
new  plates  before  the  final  day.  • 


These  two  children  are  coloring  their  concepts  of  sub- 
marine life  while  listening  to  music  from  the  radio  in  the 
centre.  Before  the  music  started,  the  children  heard  a 
story  of  "Oily,  the  Octopus,"  and  their  pictures  are  the 
product  of  the  story's  impact  on  their  imagination.  The 
teacher  is  Jean  Twiss,  grade  four  teac'ner  at  the  Univer- 
sity School  at  Edmonton,  and  the  pupils  are  Ronald  Davis 
and  Karen  Bissell. 


Work  Is  Divided 

In  Department  Split  % 

The  Department  of  Public  Works  has  been 
divided  into  a  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
a  Department  of  Highways  and  Transportation. 
The  change  was  effective  May  1. 

Hon.  D.  B.  MacMillan,  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  who  has  been  confined  to  home  be- 
cause of  illness  during  recent  months,  has 
returned  to  work  and  will  continue  as  Minister 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

Hon.  Gordon  E.  Taylor,  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways and  Telephones,  who  has  been  Acting 
Minister  of  Public  Works,  has  been  appointed 
Minister  of  Highways  and  Transportation.  • 
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Details  of  $13,500,000  Road  Program  Announced 

243  Miles  of  Asphalt-,  220  Miles  Seal  Coating  Included  in  Largest  Program  in  Province's  History 


Details  of  the  major  portion  of  the  $13,500,000  program  of  main  highway 
construction  and  improvements  as  announced  recently  by  the  Hon.  Gordon  E. 
Taylor,  Minister  of  Highways  and  Transportation,  are: 

Hard  Surfacing 

Edmonton  to  Cooking  Lake. 
Kitscoty  to  Vermilion  (asphalt). 
Vermilion  to  Stony  Creek. 
Carrot  Creek  to  Edson. 
Edson  to  Galloway. 
Grande  Prairie  to  Smoky  Bridge, 
in  vicinity  of  Peace  River. 
Okotoks  to  Turner  Valley. 
Inverlake  to  east  of  Beiseker. 
Cardston  to  Carway. 
Lundbreck  to  Maple  Leaf. 
Coleman  to  Crowsnest. 
Lethbridge  to  Magrath. 
Welling  to  Raymond. 

Also  highway  between  Edmonton  and  Nisku;  Wetaskiwin  and  Camrose; 
and  Chipman  Corner  to  Vegreville. 
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Seal  Coating 

18  miles  Highway  No.  12 
75  miles      Highway  No.  3 

Grading  and  Gravelling 

24  miles      Highway  No.  2 


Tees  to  Lacombe. 
Barnwell  to  Medicine  Hat 


Perryvale  to  Athabasca. 


Enilda  to  Triangle. 
Clyde  Corner  to  Pembina  River. 
Shamrock  Valley  to  east  of  Rife. 
Belloy  to  Rycroft. 
Rycroft  to  west  of  Spirit  River, 
iway,    between    Strathmore    and  Gleichen 
Corner. 


Camrose  to  Daysland. 
Cooking  Lake  to  Tofield. 
Carvel  Corner  to  Gunn. 
Kirby  School  to  Drumheller. 
Drumheller  to  Morrin  Corner. 
Vulcan  Corner  to  Bow  River. 
Lundbreck  to  Crowsnest. 
Raymond  to  Craddock. 
Taber  to  Vauxhall. 


41  miles  of  grade  widening  between  Gleichen  Corner  and  Bassano. 
Widening  of  No.  2  Highway,  Calgary  to  Midnapore. 

New  Construction 

40  miles  of  Whitecourt-Valleyview  cutoff;  20  miles  from  Valleyview  and  20 
m.iles  from  Whitecourt. 

New  19-mile  road  linking  Innisfail  and  Dickson.  • 
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Rebuilding 

26  miles 

Highway  No. 

13 

20  miles 

Highway  No. 

14 

15  miles 

Highway  No. 

43 

14  miles 

Highway  No. 

9 

13  miles 

Highway  No. 

9 

25  miles 

Highway  No. 

24 

5  miles 

Hghway  No. 

2 

10  miles 

Highway  No. 

3 

24  miles 

Highway  No. 

3 
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Coal  Branch. 

General 

Sources  of  Income 

The  percentages  of  farm  cash  income  contributed  by  the  sale  of  various 
farm  products  are  indicated  by  figures  compiled  by  R.  E.  English,  Statistician 
for  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

In  1938,  Alberta  farmers  received  more  than  60  percent  of  their  cash 
income  from  the  sale  of  wheat  but  in  1943  only  21  percent  of  their  income 
came  from  wheat  sales.  In  1949  wheat  sales  provided  45  percent  of  cash 
income  and  in  1950  approximately  40  percent. 

Highest  percentage  of  cash  income  gained  from  the  sale  of  cattle  and 
calves  in  the  last  13  years  was  recorded  during  1950  when  this  reached  almost 
26  percent.  Total  live  stock  sales  provided  40  percent  of  the  farmers'  cash 
income  in  1950. 

Dairy  products  provided  seven  percent  of  cash  income  in  1950;  eggs  and 
poultry  slightly  more  than  three  percent;  and  other  farm  products,  two 
percent.  9 


Art  From  Smaller  Towns 

In  Touring  Display 

Paintings  by  artists  from  the  smaller  towns  of  the  Province  are  featured 
in  the  fifth  travelling  arts  display  of  the  Visual  Arts  Board  of  the  Cultural 
Activities  Branch  which  started  its  tour  of  the  Province  at  Camrose  April  10. 

This  display,  assembled  in  March,  contains  paintings  of  33  Alberta  artists, 
14  of  whom  come  from  the  smaller  towns.  Twice  as  many  artists  from  smaller 
towns  are  represented  than  during  any  previous  display.  Many  of  the 
artists  in  the  group  whose  work  is  being  shown  were  trained  in  community 
art  classes  arranged  by  the  Department  of  Extension  of  the  University  of 
Alberta. 

The  paintings  offer  a  variety  of  technique  and  subject.  There  are  several 
portraits,  two  studies  of  Alberta  Indians  and  a  wide  representation  of  agri- 
cultural, mountain  and  rural  scenes.  Of  interest  are  three  different  inter- 
pretations of  burnt  timberland. 

The  display  will  travel  between  Calgary  and  Westlock.  To  date  reserva- 
tions have  been  made  for  the  display  to  be  exhibited  in  14  points.  Reserva- 
tions can  be  made  up  to  the  month  of  December. 

Future  showings  of  the  display  are  May  15-19,  Red  Deer;  May  22-26,  Rocky 
Mountain  House;  May  29-June  2,  Sylvan  Lake;  June  5-9,  Innisfail;  June  12-16, 
Three  Hills;  June  19-23,  Didsbury;  June  26-30,  Carstairs.  • 


Cardston  Area  First  to 

Start  Coyote  Control  Plan 

The  Cardston  area  in  southern  Alberta  is  the  first  Alberta  area  to  under- 
take a  coyote  control  program  under  the  new  coyote  control  policy  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  program  was  organized  at  a  recent  meeting  at  Glenwoodville.  C.  L. 
Smith,  supervisor  of  the  municipal  district's  farm  service  board,  was  appoint- 
ed pest  control  officer  and  10  area  control  officers  also  were  appointed.  Under 
the  provincial  coyote  control  policy,  municipal  pest  control  officers  will  direct 
the  program  and  area  control  officers  will  supervise  the  setting  of  coyote- 
getters,  the  cyanide  cartridge  dischargers,  which  will  be  used  extensively. 

The  district  applied  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  permission  to 
initiate  the  program  and  approval  was  granted.  Three  representatives  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  then  held  a  "school"  at  Cardston  where 
residents  of  the  district  were  instructed  in  the  use  of  coyote-getters.  Seventy 
coyote-getters  were  then  set  out  in  coyote-infested  areas  of  the  municipal 
district. 

The  application  of  the  Municipal  District  of  Bright,  around  Macleod,  in 
southern  Alberta,  has  been  approved  and  a  pest  control  officer  appointed. 
Area  control  officers  are  being  appointed  and  the  coyote  control  program 
soon  will  swing  into  action.  Other  applications  to  start  coyote  control  pro- 
grams have  been  sent  in  by  the  Municipal  Districts  of  Wetaskiwin  and  Bonny- 
ville  but  have  not  been  approved  yet.  The  Province's  municipalities  have 
shown  intense  interest  in  the  coyote  control  program  to  date  and  many  other 
applications  are  expected. 

A.  M.  Wilson,  Field  Crops  Commissioner,  pointed  out  that  any  delays 
in  setting  coyote  control  programs  in  motion  throughout  the  Province  had 
been  caused  by  delays  in  getting  a  shipment  of  10,000  coyote  getters  from 
the  United  States.  However,  the  shipment  had  arrived  and  had  been  cleared 
through  customs  so  supplies  of  coyote  getters  would  be  available  soon. 

Booklets  providing  information  on  the  safe  and  efficient  use  of  coyote 
getters  and  the  habits  of  coyotes  will  be  distributed  with  the  weapons.  The 
Province  is  providing  all  coyote  getters,  cyanide  cartridges,  scents  and  poison 
materials  to  municipalities.  These  materials  are  made  available  free  of 
charge.  • 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 


Municipal  Nursing  Service 


Municipal  nursing  service  in  rural  districts  of  Alberta  is  a  co-operative 
effort  shared  by  the  people  of  the  district  and  the  Provincial  Government.  The 
cost  of  the  service  is  borne  by  a  mill  rate  tax  on  the  entire  district.  In  return 
they  have  a  specially-trained  capable  nurse  at  their  disposal,  ready  to  care 
for  them  in  the  event  of  sickness  or  accident  and  to  advise  them  on  how  to 
prevent  illness. 

There  are  33  municipal  nursing  districts  in  Alberta  at  the  present  time. 
Each  municipal  nurse  cares  for  between  1,000  and  2,500  people. 

During  the  past  several  months  the  general  administration  of  Alberta's 
nursing  service  has  been  undergoing  considerable  change.  Made  necessary 
as  local  improvement  districts  gradually  developed  into  municipal  districts, 
the  Nursing  Service  Act,  1950,  now  enables  sparsely  settled  municipalities  to 
obtain  this  essential  nursing  service.  By  this  act,  the  "district"  nurse  becomes 
the  "municipal"  nurse,  with  no  change  in  the  type  of  service  provided  unless 
it  is  to  expand  the  field  of  operations  in  some  cases. 

Financing  of  Service 

Greatest  change  is  in  the  manner  by  which  the  service  is  financed.  Under 
the  old  system  the  salary  of  the  district  nurse  was  paid  by  the  Department  of 
Health,  while  the  people  of  the  district  provided  the  nurse's  cottage,  furnished 
it,  supplied  it  with  fuel,  light  and  water,  and  generally  paid  the  costs  of  main- 
taining the  cottage.  To  meet  these  expenses,  district  residents  were  asked 
to  make  contributions,  or  money  was  raised  by  means  of  card  parties  and 
dances.  A  minimum  charge  was  made  for  drugs  which  the  nurse  used  in  her 
treatments. 

Under  the  new  act,  the  people  of  the  district  still  provide  a  cottage,  which 
must  contain  at  least  five  rooms.  They  are  expected  also  to  maintain  the 
cottage  and  its  grounds.  Three-fifths  of  the  annual  budget  are  paid  by  the 
Department  of  Health,  and  in  the  case  of  local  improvement  districts,  the  re- 
mainder is  taken  care  of  from  collections  made  by  the  Department  of  Muni- 
cipal Affairs.  A  nominal  charge  is  still  made  for  drugs  and  dressings,  these 
being  sent  out  to  the  district  by  the  Department  of  Health. 

Began  in  1918 

District  nursing  began  in  this  Province  in  1918.   Pioneers  of  the  service 
can  recall  experiences  among  the  homesteaders  almost  33  years  ago,  including 
long  cold  trips  by  wagon,  dog  team  and  even  stone  boat.    Municipal  nurses 
today  occasionally  use  aircraft  in  their  work.  They  also  are  provided  with 
/  automobiles. 

The  first  Public  Health  Act  was  passed  by  the  Alberta  Legislature  in 
1907,  and  was  administered  as  a  branch  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  A 
new  Public  Health  Act  was  passed  in  1910  and  continued  under  the  admini- 
stration of  the  same  department  until  1918.  Then  the  Health  Branch  was 
transferred  to  the  Provincial  Secretary's  Department,  and  a  year  later  was 
again  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs. 

First  Health  Department 
However,  the   importance  of  government  action  to  safeguard 
public  health  was  being  realized  and  in  1919  Alberta's  first  Depart- 
ment of  Health  was  organized.    Alberta  . was  second  only  to  New 
Brunswick  in  setting  up  a  separate  ministry  of  health,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  so  organized  in  the  British  Commonwealth. 
The  Nursing  Service  Act  provides  that  "the  Minister  may  enter  into  a 
nursing  service  agreement  with  the  council  of  any  municipality  or  with  the 
councils  of  two  or  more  municipalities  jointly  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
nursing  service  of  a  preventive  and  emergent  treatment  nature  to  persons  re- 
siding within  the  boundaries  of  the  area  described  in  the  agreement."  Before 
this  agreement  stage  is  reached,  an  application,  signed  by  at  least  ten 
ratepayers,  is  made  to  the  department.   All  being  in  order,  the  municipality, 
acting  with  the  advice  of  the  department,  makes  its  own  appointment  and 
the  new  municipal  nurse  moves  into  the  cottage  provided. 

On  Call  24  Hours 

The  municipal  nurse  is  on  call  for  emergencies  24  hours  every  day. 
Her  schedule  includes  home  calls  each  morning,  and  she  holds  clinics  of  various 
kinds  either  in  her  office  or  at  a  conveniently  located  centre  in  the  community 
at  regular  intervals.  The  schools  are  important  centres  of  her  practice  and 
the  municipal  nurse  visits  each  of  them  in  her  district  at  least  once  a  year. 
Examination  of  the  children  includes  special  attention  to  the  eyes,  teeth, 
tonsils,  lungs  and  ears.  Height  and  weight  are  checked  and  general  health 
is  noted,  after  which  parents  are  advised  what  treatments  or  remedies  are 
indicated.  Health  education  is  stressed.  An  immunization  program  against 
communicable  diseases  is  carried  on  diligently. 

These  are  only  a  part  of  the  nurse's  responsibilities.  Bedside  nursing 
must  be  done,  and  first-aid  rendered  by  the  nurse  is  often  the  means  of  sav- 
ing lives  or  warding  off  serious  complications.  Obstetrics  comes  within  her 
field,  and  she  must  guide  the  women  of  the  district  in  pre-natal  and  post- 
natal care.  Add  to  these  duties  the  fact  that  district  residents  often  look  to 
her  for  leadership  in  community  activities  such  as  the  work  of  young  people's 
clubs  and  handicraft  circles. 

A  municipal  nurse  must  be  capable  of  responsibility.  She  must  be 
resourceful  and  willing,  possessing  more  than  usual  understanding  and  sym- 
pathy and  be  prepared  to  work  with  people  on  a  community  basis. 


At  Edmonton  the  Public  Health  Nursing  Division  of  the  Department  of 
Health  is  dii-ectly  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  entire  nursing 
service.  Routine  monthly  reports  are  sent  to  this  office  by  municipal  nurses, 
with  special  reports  covering  health  examinations  in  schools.  Advice  on 
special  problems  is  given  and  information  about  the  latest  medical  and  wel- 
fare  practices  is  sent  out.  Conferences  are  organized  each  spring.  Each 
m.unicipal  nursing  district  is  visited  yearly  for  inspectional  and  consultative 
purposes.  The  Public  Health  Nursing  Division  supervises  the  service  and 
sees  to  its  proper  functioning  at  all  times. 

The  objective  of  the  municipal  nursing  service  is  to  bring  to  people  in 
outlying  areas  some  of  the  public  health  advantages  previously  enjoyed  only 
by  our  urban  population.  Good  health  is  the  greatest  asset  of  any  people. 
The  Province's  whole  program  is  to  encourage  and  assist  Alberlans  in  .safe- 
guarding this  precious  possession.  The  municipal  nursing  service  is  an  ex- 
tremely important  factor  in  this  program. 

It  may  be  that  one  of  the  pioneer  nurses,  who  started  out  in  the  Peace 
River  country  over  30  years  ago,  spoke  for  all  those  who  have  followed  in  the 
service  when  she  said  recently,  "I  have  never  been  happier  in  any  work  I 
have  ever  done.  Those  pioneers  have  so  much  courage  and  were  so  grateful 
for  every  little  thing  done  for  them  that  it  made  me  feel  humble  to  be  able 
to  help  them." 

The  people  of  Alberta  keenly  appreciate  the  municipal  nursing  sei-vice. 
They  are  healthier  and  happier  because  of  it.  • 


RURAL  ELECTRIFICATION  CO-OPS 

There  are  125  rural  electrification  co-operatives.  These  associations  have 
been  responsible  for  the  construction  of  rural  electrification  projects  involving 
a  total  expenditure  of  $5,680,023. 

The  associations  borrowed  $2,106,733  of  this  amount  under  a  plan  whereby 
the  loans  were  guaranteed  by  the  Province  under  the  Co-operative  Marketing 
Associations  Guarantee  Act. 

To  date,  approximately  11,000  farms  have  been  serviced  with  electric 
power  and  plans  for  further  expansion  have  been  made  up  to  1953.  


J  FARM  SCHOOLS  I 

All  students  who  apply  and  fill  the  requirements  of  the  Alberta  Schools 
of  Agriculture  should  be  accommodated  in  the  schools  this  year. 

In  previous  years,  a  number  of  younger  applicants  have  been  refused 
admission  because  of  lack  of  accommodation.  However  the  opening  of  the 
new  School  of  Agriculture  at  Fairview  this  fall  will  provide  room  for  all 
applicants.  Applications  to  date  have  been  slightly  higher  than  those 
received  in  previous  years  and  12-15  applications  for  admission  to  the  Fairview 
school  have  been  received  already. 

Regular  fall  and  winter  courses  will  begin  October  23  and  close  April  9, 
1952,  and  outlines  of  the  courses  offered  now  are  available  from  the  school 
principals. 

Alberta  agricultural  schools  are  located  at  Olds,  Vermilion  and  Fairview; 
The  minimum  age  for  admission  is  16.  There  are  no  academic  requirements 
for  entrance  but  those  with  at  least  Grade  8  schooling  are  likely  to  obtain 
greater  benefit  from  the  course. 

Subjects  in  agriculture  include  field  husbandry,  dairying,  animal  hus- 
bandry, farm  mechanics,  farm  management,  horticulture,  dairying,  poultry, 
economics  and  co-operation.  In  the  home  economics  course,  cooking,  nutrition, 
sewing,  laundering,  home  nursing,  home  management  and  home  mechanics 
are  taught.  In  both  courses,  classes  are  provided  in  English  literature,  public 
speaking,  composition,  arithmetic  and  general  science  subjects. 

The  courses  offer  an  excellent  opportunity  for  young  men  and  women  to 
become  better  acquainted  with  up-to-date  farming  and  homemaking  methods. 
The  residential  life  and  extra-curricular  activities  offer  an  incentive  toward 
greater  appreciation  of  living  and  provide  excellent  training  in  individual  and 
community  responsibilities.  9 


"With!  n  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
of  the  Province  with  the  administration  and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government, 
it  is  distributed  free  of  charge. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the  Government  will  be 
effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known  and  used. 

Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our  Borders",  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 


New  Land  in  Peace  River  Offered  to  Settlers 

365  Quarter  Sections  Northwest  of  Spirit  River  Soon  Will  Be  Opened  For  Homestead  Leases 


Western  Canada's  last  frontier  district  for  settling,  the  Peace  River  coun- 
t  y,  again  will  be  the  site  for  homesteaders  moving  on  to  the  land. 

The  Alberta  Government,  through  its  Land  Department,  will  offer  about 
356  quarter  sections  for  Homestead  Leases  in  the  neaf  future.  Approximately 
i' h  ee-quarters  of  this  newly  surveyed  area  will  be  suitable  for  settlement  and 
about  40  quarters  will  be  reserved  for  school  land. 

The  newly  surveyed  area  begins  about  25  miles  northwest  of 
Spirit  River.  It  runs  approximately  30  miles  northwest  to  the  Peace 
River  and  covers  an  area  of  30  miles  east  to  west  and  18  miles  north 
and  south.  The  new  district  which  is  located  in  the  Blueberry  Moun- 
tain area  will  accommodate  about  400  settlers  after  the  entire  area 
has  been  surveyed  and  subdivided. 

Surveying  of  the  area  began  last  summer  and  will  be  continued  this 
year.  The  soil  is  mostly  gray  wooded,  generally  a  clay  loam  which  is  a  fairly 
heavy  texture  soil.  Crops  which  can  be  grown  successfully  include  wheat, 
oats,  barley.  It  is  recommended  that,  within  a  reasonable  time,  grasses  and 
legumes  should  be  introduced  to  the  district.  Grasses  will  bjjild  up  the  soil 
fibre  and  the  legumes  will  help  maintain  the  nitrogen  content. 

Easier  To  Clear 

This  block  of  land  will  be  much  easier  to  clear  than  the  average  district 
in  the  north  country.  It  features  large  burned  over  areas  and  other  sections 
of  the  land  are  covered  with  young  trees. 

Two  years  ago  it  would  have  been  compulsory  to  gain  access  to  this  area 
by  pack-horse  but  oil  exploration  crews  recently  have  bulldozed  trails  through- 
cut  the  district.  Surveyors  and  soil  inspectors  drove  through  the  area 
in  jeeps,  station  wagons  and  trucks.  The  surveyors  used  brush  cutters  to 
cut  the  lines  which  speeded  up  the  survey,  made  cleaner  cuts  and  created 
suitable  wagon  roads. 

Like  most  of  the  Peace  River  country  the  water  supply  presents  a  pro- 
blem. Except  for  certain  coulees  most  of  the  district  will  require  dugouts 
for  storing  water  for  livestock  and  drinking  purposes. 

Provincial  soil  inspectors  followed  the  surveyors  into  the  district.  They 
checked  the  topography  of  the  area  and  determined  whether  the  estimated 
cost  of  clearing  is  economically  feasible.  They  determine  also  whether  80  acres 
of  each  quarter  is  sui.able  for  cultivation.  Where  80  acres  of  a  quarter  is  suit- 


able for  cultivation  that  land  can  be  leased  as  a  homestead  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations. 

Lease  Requirements 

Following  are  some  of  the  requirements  in  connection  with  Homestead 
Leases,  generally: 

Any  person  18  years  of  age,  not  owning  other  land,  who  is  a  British  sub- 
ject or  Canadian  citizen  or  declares  intention  to  become  a  Canadian  citizen  and 
has  resided  in  Alberta  for  at  least  two  years  may  make  application  for  a 
Homestead  Lease.  The  two-years  residence  in  Alberta  must  be  immediately 
prior  to  the  date  of  application.  A  veteran  of  World  War  II  is  not  required  to 
have  lived  in  Alberta  prior  to  applying.  Veterans  will  not  be  given  any 
priority  in  applying  for  leases  in  the  Blueberry  Mountain  district. 

To  be  given  credit  for  residence  the  homesteader  must  reside  on  the 
leasehold  or  within  three  miles  of  it  for  six  months  each  year.  The  vicinity 
land  where  he  resides  must  be  owned  by  himself  or  some  member  of  the 
i)nmediate  family  of  the  lessee.  Each  year  the  lessee  must  break  and  seed 
to  crop  certain  areas  as  specified  in  The  Public  Lands  Act. 

Government  Receives  Share  of  Crop 

If  no  portion  of  the  land  is  cultivated  when  the  lease  is  issued  the  lessee 
does  not  have  to  pay  a  share  of  his  crop  for  the  first  three  years.  However, 
after  that  period  a  one-eighth  crop  share  is  payable  to  the  provincial  govern- 
ment each  year  on  the  area  required  to  be  in  crop.  One-fourth  share  of  the 
crops  grown  on  land  under  cultivation  when  the  lease  is  issued  is  payable 
during  the  first  ten  years  of  the  lease. 

When  the  lessee  has  satisfactorily  performed  five  years  duties  he  may  apply 
for  the  title  to  his  land.  This  requires  a  payment  of  $100  for  a  quarter-section 
lease  of  $300  for  a  half-section  lease.  After  five  years'  duties  have  been  com- 
pleted the  purchase  price  is  reduced  by  20  percent  each  year  for  each  addi- 
tional year's  duties  until  the  tenth  year  when  the  title  may  be  granted  free 
of  charge. 

Applications  for  homestead  leases  must  be  made  in  person  either  at  the 
sub-agency  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the  land  is  situated,  or  at 
the  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  Office,  Edmonton.  A  temporary  sub- 
agency  land  offiec  for  this  new  area  of  land  will  be  at  Spirit  River.  9 


Modern  Sanitation  Systems 

Possible  With  Gov^t.  Help 

Citizens  of  many  Alberta  municipalities  have  been  able  to  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  modern  sanitary  appliances  through  financial  assistance  from  the 
Province. 

The  assistance  is  made  available  through  the  Self -Liquidating  Projects 
A.ct.  This  act,  passed  in  1950,  authorized  $5,000,000  to  be  loaned  to  municipali- 
ties to  assist  in  constructing  or  extending  such  self-liquidating  projects  as 
water  and  sewage  systems.  During  the  year,  loans  were  made  to  34  muni- 
cipalities. More  than  40  other  municipalities  have  signified  their  intention  to 
apply  for  loans  and  at  the  recent  session  of  the  Legislature,  an  amendment 
was  passed  increasing  the  appropriation  under  the  act  by  $7,000,000. 

Municipal  authorities  applying  for  loans  under  the  act  must  be  careful 
to  see  that  their  project  is  really  self-liquidating.  A  type  of  project  which 
would  not  find  favor,  for  example,  would  be  one  in  which  interest  and  prin- 
ciple charges  could  only  be  paid  by  increased  taxes.  In  such  a  case  the  effect 
of  the  government's  assistance  would  be  to  add  to  the  burden  on  the  municipal 
taxpayer;  therefore  it  is  insisted  that  any  project  shall  be  self-liquidating  in 
the  strictest  sense  of  the  term. 

The  Act  itself  defines  "self-liquidating  project"  as  one  which,  when 
completed,  will  .  .  .  result  in  an  increase  in  the  annual  net  revenue  .  .  .  either 
by  reduction  in  the  annual  operating  charges  required  to  be  borne  by  the 
municipality  or  by  increase  of  revenues  from  persons  .  .  .  benefiting  from 
the  project  sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  charges  for  interest  and  principal 
of  the  loan. 

Two  Percent  Interest 

Loans  under  the  plan  bear  interest  at  two  percent,  payable  half-yearly. 
h\  addition,  each  half  year's  interest  payment  must  be  accompanied  by  an 
amount  for  the  amortization  of  the  loan.    The  latter  sum  will  be  calculated 


on  a  basis  which  will  provide  for  repayment  of  the  loan  in  full  within  a 
nraxinium  of  20  years. 

.  Precluded  from  the  scheme  are  applications  for  loans  for  the  purchase  of 
existing  self-liquidating  projects  or  the  retirement  of  securities  pertaining 
to  them. 

By  way  of  security  for  a  loan  the  municipality  issues  debentures  and 
other  securities  up  to  the  amount  of  the  loan;  a  first  mortgage  or  other 
charge  on  the  project  also  may  be  required. 

The  procedure  in  applying  for  a  loan  under  the  Self-Liquidating  Projects 
Act  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  for  financing  a  project  in  the  ordinary 
way. 

The  first  requirement  is  to  assure  that  there  is  an  adequate  supply  of 
water.  In  estimating  the  available  water  reserves,  the  services  of  a  consulting 
engineer  and  cost  of  the  project  should  be  obtained. 

Procedure  Outlined 

When  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Health  has  been  granted  the  next 
step  is  for  the  council  to  prepare  a  money  by-law.  This  must  have  the  usual 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Public  Utility  Commissioners  and  be  submitted  in 
the  customary  way  to  the  electors.  The  next  step  is  to  submit  the  applica- 
tion on  the  form  provided  to  the  Deputy  Provincial  Treasurer,  Legislative 
Buildings,  Edmonton. 

Accompanying  the  application  must  be  a  certified  copy  of  the  borrowing 
by-law;  a  copy  of  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Public  Utility  Commissioners  ap- 
proving the  borrowing;  a  certificate  by  the  secretary-treasurer  that  require- 
ments of  the  relevant  statutes  have  been  complied  with  and  setting  forth 
the  result  of  the  electors'  vote. 

The  form  of  agreement  between  the  government  and  the  municipality 
should  be  executed  by  the  authorized  signing  officers  of  the  municipality  and 
the  seal  attached.  If  the  application  is  approved  the  necessary  debenture  and 
securities  will  be  sent  to  the  municipality  for  signature.  Towns  and  villages 
from  Taber  in  the  south  to  Hythe,  high  up  in  the  Peace  River  country,  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  scheme  created  by  the  Act,  and  new  applications  are 
coming  in  continuously.  # 


